
Up until last year I didn’t really know that much about Clay Porter, then his race film Synopsis came at us like a bolt from the blue.  
It made a refreshing change to the stream of  ‘freeride’ movies that have been coming out of  the US and Canada for the last few years.  
Synopsis was a breath of  fresh air, one that the US race scene had not witnessed since the hit flick Transcontinental. Clay had made an 
immediate impression and the racers loved it.

I was lucky enough to meet him for the first time at this years World Championships and it was a pleasure. This young, focused and amiable 
American was there for the love of  it. In fact I was amazed at just how young he was. Mind you he won’t forget his 21st birthday party in 
a rush, it must have the mixture of  altitude and ultra cheap duty free booze that kept him in his bed for the following 24 hours! He’s been 
working hard all year on his follow up to Synopsis, following the US circuit and getting great action and insider views. We caught up with him 
when he was back home in the US.

Do you race?
I used to, but now I seem to be so busy filming that I don’t have time to race. I did do a small 
DH race in Oregon at the start of this season with Sven and Anka Martin and April Lawyer 
and I got third in the sport class.

What bikes do you own?
Foes 4X and an Intense M1.

What’s the funniest filming story that you can tell us?
When Bryn Atkinson and I were filming this summer in Seattle we stopped a red light while 
driving to some dirt jumps and Bryn sees this guy with a ‘Support Bush’ sticker on his car 
and yells out the window, “hey man Bush sucks man, Bush sucks balls man”. I though it was 
hilarious, guess you had to be there though. Also, Paul Rowney the Yeti team manager this 
year is a certified maniac and I’ll leave it at that.

You must travel a hell of a lot. Where have you been this year?
Sea Otter in California, US Open in New Jersey, Every NORBA National except Brian Head, 
UT where I went to Whistler Crankworx, New Mexico WC, Mt Saint Anne WC, Worlds 
and WC Finals, Mammoth US Championships and I leave for Interbike in a few days. Also 
I went all over California, Oregon, Washington and Colorado to film for people’s individual 
sections.

How did you find Europe? What did you think of it and what impressed you?
I enjoyed it. I was essentially a full-blown tourist. I really like Scotland. The people were 
super cool and the drive to Ft William seemed like something out of Lord of the Rings.  
The friendliness of the people impressed me the most, especially in Scotland.

Who or what are your influences?
Stacy Peralta, Ty Evans, Kirk Dianda, Greg Hunt, Bruce Brown and Dana Brown influence 
me constantly. As far as mountain bike filmmakers Alex Rankin is a big inspiration and the 
work of Taylor Cogden when he did Transcontintal was awesome.

What is your favourite bike and non bike movie?
Bike is Earthed 1 and non bike is Fargo, The Shawshank Redemption, Tupac Resurrection 
and Riding Giants are my favourites.

Tell us a bit about your new film. What is it called and what can we expect?
The new film is going to be called Hypnosis: Visual Intensity, and it documents the 2005 
North American downhill and 4X season along with the Worlds in Italy and the World Cup 
Finals in 2005. It has individual sections with Sam Hill, Andrew Neethling, Nathan Rennie, 
Duncan Riffle and Jared Graves, Mick Hannah, John Kirkcalide, Bryn Atkinson, Brian Lopes 
and a few others.

Dirt: Age?
Clay: I just turned 21 at the Worlds.

Home?
Born and raised in San Francisco, CA, now living in 
Ventura, CA.

Tell us a bit about your background in bikes and in 
making movies?
I started racing mountain bikes when I was 14 in Northern 
California. I would do the local downhill races and since the 
Sea Otter Classic was only and hour and half from my house 
I would go there every year. My parents bought me a small 
digital video camera for Christmas when I was 16 because 
my friends and I would always borrow their old VHS camera 
to make little mountain bike videos. After that Christmas  
I raced downhill and slalom at Sea Otter (this was 2001) then 
hopped over the fence and filmed the Pro Sea Otter Slalom 
that year with no media credential and had a ton of fun doing 
it. The next year started applying for media credentials and 
getting semi serious with it and bought a nice camera, and 
in the fall of 2002 made my first film, The Spectacle. Kept 
doing it after that and the 2003 season I made The Second 
Spectacle and in 2004 made Synopsis.

Your film from last year, Synopsis, concentrated solely on 
the race scene. It is obvious that it is something that you 
love but why do you choose to focus just on racing?
I choose to focus on racing because that’s what i’ve always 
known and loved. I remember seeing the first Kranked video 
(which ironically premiered at the first bike race I went to) 
and not really getting it. I was just viewing guys going straight 
down steep hills and doing the occasional drop. I didn’t 
get why they didn’t show corners and jumps, the things I 
saw on the race tracks. I guess I focus on racing because 
I feel it’s the most difficult and challenging aspect of gravity 
mountain biking. Racing is the ultimate test of bike handling 
skills, fitness and mental strength and that’s what I want to 
document.

Do you think that it is unfashionable to film just racing?
No, I am amazed at the response to Synopsis. Nearly every 
review and person who I talked to mentioned that there was 
a lack of race videos. The following to race films like Synopsis 
is very strong and people love race only films.

There was a good mix of riding, lifestyle and riders views 
in Synopsis.
The goal with Synopsis was to not only document the racing 
in North America but the racers who travel from across the 
globe to race there. I wanted to showcase the personalities 
of the riders and show their humour and insight. The sit-down 
interviews helped show this and then on top of that I was 
always filming everywhere. I always have my camera on me. 
Riding action can only show so much, adding that personality 
gives the films a new dimension.

The US is very strong on the 4X side of things but why 
do you think they have lost it when it comes to downhill? 
Where is the next Tomac or Palmer going to come from?
This is tough, I don’t really know. The only thing that comes 
to mind is that when the Aussies, skinny South African etc. 
come over to the US to base themselves all they do is ride.  
I mean they’ll do downhill runs, then go to the dirt jumps, then 
go to the BMX track at night, then go to sleep. As far as the 
next US downhill talent goes, Cody Warren and Duncan Riffle 
are looking good.

Why do you think that the European’s and Australian’s  
(and the odd South African) are so dominant in 
downhill?
I think that all of the Aussies and Europeans success comes 
from their strong junior development programs. Rennie, Hill, 
Rando, Havukainen etc. have all come from Scott Sharples 
junior training and development programs. Sharples has his 
juniors travelling and doing tons of NORBA’s and World 
Cups before the Worlds and by that time they get to the 
Worlds they have tons of international experience. The only 
time US juniors get to race at that level is at the Worlds. 
The same goes for the Euros. I was blown away at how 
much video cameras and timing stuff the French team had. 
So basically, it all goes down to a country’s junior program 
and the US junior downhill program sucks right now. As for 
Minnaar and Neethling they just have amazing skill.

The mountain bike industry is so huge in the US, do you 
get much support from them?
Yes. Fox Racing Shox is the title sponsor of my new film. 
Their support has pretty much funded the production of the 
film. Additionally, Yeti Cycles hires me to shoot their riders at 
all the races in North America so that helps out to and I get 
to stay with them and travel with them for free. Additionally, 
Troy Lee Designs and Decline Magazine has also signed on 
as sponsors and a few more last minute sponsors are in the 
works.

What has been your favourite location to film?
Definitely this year Europe was my favourite. I have been 
to every NORBA since 2002 so I was getting burnt out on 
shooting the same NORBA DH tracks and mediocre 4X 
tracks. The trip to Worlds and WC finals was amazing. I was 
blown away by the courses, crowds, sprit of the fans, pretty 
much everything. If I had to pick one location however the WC 
Finals was the best race I’ve ever been to and Peaty winning 
was the best moment I’ve ever witnessed at a bike race.

Who is your favourite rider to watch and film?
Sam Hill. Sam riding downhill is from another world. He picks 
up speed where everyone else doesn’t and when he hits a 
flat corner, be prepared to see the most amazing cornering 
style and form. His section in Hypnosis is going to be special.  
He is also really into filming and loves the videos.

When will it be available?
If all goes well, l by November 15th, 2005 worldwide.

If you could pick one highlight from it what would it be?
Steve Peat winning the WC Finals in Fort William hands down.

What do you see for the future of downhill both in the US and on the world stage?
Sam Hill dominating everything in sight.

Anything more you would like to add?
Thanks to Dirt for giving me an interview and Fox Racing Shox, Yeti Cycles, Troy Lee Designs 
and Decline Magazine for their support with Hypnosis and Distinction Productions. Extra special 
thanks to my friend Jill Kintner, without her help and support I wouldn’t be near where I am now, 
and my super supportive parents. z

Words by Mike Rose
Photos by Mike Rose and Sven Martin
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